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ABSTRACT: The marine internet of things (MIoT), an
increasingly important foundation for ocean development and
protection, consists of a variety of marine distributed sensors
under water. These sensors of the MIoT have always been highly
dependent on batteries. To realize in situ power supply, a flexible
seaweed-like triboelectric nanogenerator (S-TENG) capable of
harvesting wave energy is proposed in this study. The flexible
structure, designed with inspiration from the seaweed structure,
processes extensive marine application scenarios. The bending and
recovering of the S-TENG structure under wave excitations are
converted to electricity. As the output performance increases with
the number of parallel connected S-TENG units, an S-TENG system with multiple units could serve for floating buoys, coastal
power stations, and even submerged devices. Through the demonstration experiments performed in this study, the flexible,
low-cost S-TENG could become an effective approach to achieve a battery independent MIoT.
KEYWORDS: triboelectric nanogenerator, wave energy harvesting, marine internet of things, bionic, self-powered

The marine internet of things (MIoT) has become
increasingly important in ocean development and
protection through a sensor network distributed at the

ocean surface, under water, or on the coast.1−4 Various sensors
measure a variety of parameters, which include wave record,
tide record, sonic record, current profile, turbidity, salinity, pH,
pressure, temperature, radiation, conductivity, etc. So far, these
sensors have been highly dependent on batteries, which means
they need to be collected, recharged, and replaced from time to
time. As the MIoT is expanding to full functionality, the
corresponding cost and labor would increase so rapidly that
people are thinking of alternatives to charge the batteries by
harvesting in situ energy to power the marine distributed
sensors.
The realization of in situ power supply for the distributed

sensors is a serious challenge.5 Renewable energies, like solar
energy and wind energy, have been utilized to power these
sensors on land. However, they are not capable of covering the
large number of underwater applications, which make up much
of the MIoT. As the “native” energy in the ocean, wave energy
is more desirable for powering the MIoT due to its extensive
availability and high density (order of magnitude higher
compared to solar or wind).6 Currently, the most demon-
strated commercial ocean wave energy converters are based on

the traditional electromagnetic generators (EMGs).7,8

Although the EMG wave energy converters operate efficiently
in their design sea states,9−12 they share the common
disadvantage of low efficiency under low frequency con-
ditions.13−15 The ever-changing, random marine environments
are a serious challenge to their robustness.
The triboelectric nanogenerator (TENG) has been revolu-

tionary in efficiently converting micro mechanical energy to
electricity, and (relative to other energy converters) it
accompanies less environmental risks.16−29 Compared with
the electromagnetic generators, the TENG has significant
advantages in harvesting low-frequency energy.30−34 Recently,
a few triboelectric nanogenerators (TENGs) have been
proposed for harvesting ocean wave energy.13,34−45 Xu et
al.46 has developed a tower-like TENG (T-TENG) for
harvesting water wave energy from six degrees of freedom,
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random wave induced motions. The T-TENG appears to be a
quite effective approach of large-scale wave energy harvesting.
An et al.47 have created a whirling-folded TENG (WF-TENG)
wave energy converter. Variations of output performances with
respect to the wave parameters and the structural parameters
were investigated systematically. A maximum peak power of
6.5 mW and an average power of 0.28 mW were obtained by
the WF-TENG, which is capable of powering a digital
thermometer. In a study on a fully enclosed TENG wave
energy converter published by Wang et al.,13 optimizations of
materials and structures were conducted. Low frequency wave
energy was converted to power light-emitting diodes (LEDs)
and to charge different supercapacitors to the rated voltage.
In general, these published wave energy TENGs have

exhibited advantages such as having a simple structure and low
cost and being lightweight and robust. However, most of the
previously published wave energy TENGs are designed for
harvesting energy from the ocean surface waves. Though the
majority of the marine applications are surface ones, supplying
renewable electricity to underwater applications should not be
left out. In order to encompass energy harvesters in a larger
volume of the ocean to provide power to the MIoT sensors, a
wave energy TENG that can work at both surface areas
(floating) and underwater areas (submerged) is desperately
needed. On top of that, the wave energy TENG will be more
impressive if it can be easily integrated with the marine
equipment.
In this study, a flexible seaweed-like triboelectric nano-

generator (S-TENG) is first proposed to supply in situ power
to marine distributed sensors. The idea of developing a
seaweed-like TENG is inspired because of the close

observations we made on a common sea plant, seaweed. The
process in which the seaweed vibrates with the wave is a
process of converting wave energy to mechanical energy. The
flexible S-TENG converts the wave energy into electricity
through its distinctive structure. Systematic wave tank
experiments were performed to study the vibration and
electric characteristics of the S-TENG under various geometric
and dynamic parameters. Multiple S-TENGs have been tested
to power either the LEDs or the thermometer in different
marine scenarios. Considering that the majority of the MIoT
sensors work with micro power, the S-TENG could become an
effective approach of powering a variety of marine sensors in
the MIoT.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Structure and Working Principle of the S-TENG. The

bionic prototype that inspired us to develop the seaweed-like
structure to harvest wave energy is shown in Figure 1a(i).
From the observation that the seaweed vibration has converted
much of the wave kinetic energy successfully to heat, a flexible
seaweed-like triboelectric nanogenerator is first proposed (see
Figure 1a(ii)). As shown in Figure 1a(iii), the S-TENG is
made by a conductive ink-coated fluorinated ethylene
propylene (FEP), a conductive ink-coated polyethylene
terephthalate (PET), and two polytetrafluoroethylene
(PTFE) membranes. Sealed inside the PTFE layer, the
triboelectric friction layers, the FEP and PET membranes,
are protected from any contact with water that would cause the
electric materials to lose their surface charge. Figure 1b(i)
displays the S-TENG sample. To further show the air gap
between two triboelectric layers, the photo of the side view of

Figure 1. Schematic drawing of the S-TENG and its applications: (a, i) seaweed, the bionic prototype of the S-TENG; (a, ii) the S-TENG
profile; (a, iii) the S-TENG internal structure. Photos of the S-TENG (b, i) and (b, ii) side view of it, and (b, iii) side view of the material
surface morphology on the S-TENG. (c) Working mechanism of the S-TENG. (d) Applications of the S-TENG on the marine internet of
things.
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the sample is taken in Figure 1b(ii) and the micro view is
measured by the electron microscope LEXT OLS4000, which
is shown in Figure 1b(iii). From above, the air gap due to the
sponge and surface morphology of the FEP and ink-coated
PET film can be observed. The device (Figure S1) with
concave structures makes contact electrification and electro-
static induction simultaneously, ensuring a good correspond-
ence between the wave and electrical signal of the S-TENG. It
is better to set the two triboelectric layers to “contact” state
initially so that the TENG could produce output even with
minor excitation.48 When an incident wave is present, two
triboelectric layers are brought into contact with each other,
and the contact area correlates with the wave excitation.
As the S-TENG vibrates periodically under the wave

excitations, the FEP membrane will make contact with and
separate from the PET membrane periodically as shown in
Figure 1c. After certain contacts with the ink-coated PET, the
FEP membrane will become negatively charged. According to
the essence of electrostatic induction, an equivalent amount of
positive charge will occupy the ink electrode on the PET when
the ink electrodes of PET and the FEP membrane have
sufficient contact. As the S-TENG bends, the electrons will
flow from the electrode attached to the FEP to the electrode
attached to the PET (through the external circuit); therefore, a
transient current is generated. Subsequently, as the FEP and
ink electrode get separated, the positive charges will flow back
to the upper electrode. Due to its high Young’s modulus as
well as its good ink adhesion characteristics, the PET material
is selected for the other triboelectric friction layers for the S-
TENG. A coordinate system is defined to better clarify the
geometry of the S-TENG, as displayed in Figure S2. The

governing equation for the S-TENG can be derived on the
basis of a contact-mode TENG,49 which can be written as

ε
σ

ε
= − + +V

Q
S

d y t
y t

( ( ))
( )

0
0

0 (1)

where Q is the total transferred charge; d0, ε0, and S represent
the thickness of the membrane, the dielectric constant in
vacuum, and the area size of the electrode, respectively; y
denotes the displacement between the dielectric membrane
and the electrode; σ denotes the charge density. According to
the eq 1, the maximum displacement between the dielectric
membrane and the electrode determines the maximum output
of the S-TENG. The displacement between the dielectric
membrane and the electrode changes as the S-TENG vibrates
with the wave.
To better show the working principle of the S-TENG, the

potential distributions across the two electrodes have been
analyzed with COMSOL, a finite-element software for
Multiphysics analysis as shown in Figure S3. The contour
clearly depicts the potential difference driving the current
between the two electrodes. Owing to its flexible essence, the
S-TENG can be applied (as a power supply module) to many
marine applications, such as floating buoys (surface), coastal
power stations (underwater), and breakwaters (shoreside), as
shown in Figure 1d.

Vibration and Electric Performance of the S-TENG. As
shown in Figure 2a(i), a linear motor was used to simulate the
vibration of the S-TENG excited by the wave, and laser
imaging was adopted to better observe the vibration perform-
ance of the S-TENG. The microstructure of the FEP and ink-
coated PET film can be observed by a scanning electron

Figure 2. Experimental apparatus and vibration characteristics of the S-TENG. (a, i) Experimental apparatus of the S-TENG; (a, ii) scanning
electron microscope (SEM) photo of the FEP and conductive ink-coated PET; (b) 1st mode of the S-TENG and coordinate system selection
diagram; (c) the vibration regime map of the S-TENG.
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microscope Phenom Pro image as shown in Figure 2a(ii). The
device with concave structures made contact electrification and
electrostatic induction simultaneously, ensuring a good
correspondence between the wave and electrical signal of the
S-TENG. Certain nondimensional parameters have been
applied to represent elasticity and fluid pressure on the
structure. The length (l) is usually expressed by the
nondimensional aspect ratio l/w,50 where w is the width of
the S-TENG. The vibration frequency ( f) is usually expressed
by the Strouhal number (St = f l/U).
The S-TENG’s vibration under the wave excitation is a

typical forced vibration. The S-TENG can be approximated as
a thin two-dimensional structure with high extensional rigidity
and low bending rigidity, which satisfies the Euler−Bernoulli
beam equation51

ω ω∂ + ∂ = −Δm D pt
2

Y
4

(2)

where m is the mass per unit area, D is the nondimensional
bending stiffness of the structure, ω is the displacement of the
S-TENG along the X-coordinate, and Δp is the hydrodynamic
pressure difference, which is induced by the waves across the
structure. Among these parameters, the nondimensional
bending stiffness (D) is what governs the vibration of a thin
two-dimensional structure (e.g., the S-TENG).52,53 D is defined
as

ν ρ
=

−
D

Eh
U L12(1 )

3

2
f

2 3
(3)

where ν is the Poisson’s ratio, ρf is the fluid density, U is the
wave velocity, h is the thickness of the S-TENG, L is the
structure length, and E is the Young’s modulus. Since the

bending stiffness (D) largely determines the deformation of the
S-TENG, D will eventually affect the electric performance of
the S-TENG. Considering that the fluorinated ethylene
propylene (FEP) has a relatively low Young’s modulus and
high electronegativity, it was selected as the dielectric material
in the S-TENG.54,55 The corresponding material parameters
are listed in Table S1. Equations 2 and 3 are the governing
equations that determine the coupled fluid and structural
motion of the S-TENG depicted in Figure 2b.
One key parameter to evaluate the second order oscillation

is the Strouhal number. In the experiments, the Strouhal
number was increased from 0.08 to 2.4. The physical
dimensions for the experimental samples are listed in Table
S2. Figure 2c is the two-dimensional map characterizing the
vibration status with respect to the dimensionless parameters.
The S-TENG stayed stable when the Strouhal number was
within 0.18, and the aspect ratio ranged from 1 to 2. As the
Strouhal number and the aspect ratio increased, the S-TENG
exhibited the first mode characteristic of a cantilever beam,56 as
shown in Figure 2b. The vibration amplitude of the lower part
was nearly zero, while the upper part was the vibration zone
with the vibration amplitude increasing toward the trailing
edge. As the Strouhal number and the aspect ratio increased
further, the vibration gradually transitioned from the first mode
(region A) to the second mode (region B). The transition
between the first mode and second mode appeared when the
Strouhal number ranged from 0.4 to 1.2 and the aspect ratio
ranged from 2.5 to 5, as shown in Figure 2c. The S-TENG’s
vibration is excited by the wave. Theoretically, the vibration
frequency equals the wave frequency. According to the
experimental results in Figure 2c, when the aspect ratio is
constant, the vibration mode is determined by the Strouhal

Figure 3. Sequential images of vibration behavior and analysis of the electrical signal for the 1st mode. (a) 1st mode: vibration behavior of
the S-TENG with the dimensions 40 × 80 mm; (b) 2nd mode: vibration behavior of the S-TENG with the dimensions 40 × 200 mm. The
voltage signal of the S-TENG corresponding to (c) the 1st mode; (d) the 2nd mode.

ACS Nano www.acsnano.org Article

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsnano.1c05127
ACS Nano XXXX, XXX, XXX−XXX

D

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsnano.1c05127/suppl_file/nn1c05127_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsnano.1c05127/suppl_file/nn1c05127_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/suppl/10.1021/acsnano.1c05127/suppl_file/nn1c05127_si_001.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsnano.1c05127?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsnano.1c05127?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsnano.1c05127?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsnano.1c05127?fig=fig3&ref=pdf
www.acsnano.org?ref=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1021/acsnano.1c05127?urlappend=%3Fref%3DPDF&jav=VoR&rel=cite-as


number. The dimension will influence the vibration mode but
not the vibration frequency.
Figure 3a,b presents the sequential images of the first mode

vibration and second mode vibration. In the first mode for the
S-TENG, only one vibration crest occurred during the whole
vibration process. The S-TENG is horizontal on its equilibrium
condition (Figure 3a(i)). In the first half of a vibration cycle,
the S-TENG first reaches the largest upward displacement
(Figure 3a(ii)); then, the S-TENG returns back to the
horizontal equilibrium position (Figure 3a(iii)). In the
remaining half cycle, the S-TENG reaches the largest
downward displacement (Figure 3a(iv)) before it returns
back to the horizontal equilibrium position (Figure 3a(v)).
The periodic vibration leads to periodic contact separation
between the internal dielectric material and the electrode. The
process of the second mode vibration (see Figure 3b) is similar
to the process of the first mode vibration except that there are
two vibration crests in the second mode. When the profiles of
the electrical signal and the vibration images are scrutinized, it
can be observed that the vibration of the S-TENG yielded the
following stages: starting to vibrate (Figure 3c(I), reaching the
maximum stroke (Figure 3c(II)), and returning to the original
condition (Figure 3c(III)). These stages were also clearly
reflected in the corresponding output voltage signals. The
similar voltage signal can be observed in Figure 3d. However,

the maximum output voltage of the second mode is lower than
the first mode. It is likely that the triboelectric electrons
generated by the two opposite crests cancel out each other,
which reduces the electric output of the S-TENG. Therefore,
the first mode S-TENG turns out to be better for energy
conversion.
As our studies have shown that the 40 × 80 mm S-TENG

can be excited to the first mode under a wide range of Strouhal
numbers (see Figure 2c), experiments on the S-TENG’s
electric performance were carried out with the 40 × 80 mm S-
TENG dimension. The forced motion is generated by the
linear motor reciprocating sinusoidally. The experimental
apparatus is shown in Figure 4a. As shown in Figure 4b,
larger motion amplitude can promote the output electrical
signal: a maximum output voltage of 12.2 V was achieved with
the transferred charge of 22.4 nC (Figure S4). The output
performance of the S-TENG is also positively correlated with
the vibration frequency (Figure 4c): at the maximum wave
frequency of 1.25 Hz, the open-circuit voltage reached 24.8 V
with the transferred charge of 43.2 nC (Figure S5). A series of
experimental results were compiled, and Figure 4d presents the
dependence of the output current on both the amplitude and
the frequency of the S-TENG. The output current can be
greatly enhanced by increasing the amplitude and frequency of
the S-TENG.

Figure 4. Output performances of the S-TENG. (a) Experimental apparatus of the S-TENG; (b) the effects of the linear motor’s motion
amplitude on the open-circuit voltage of the S-TENG; (c) the effects of the frequency of the linear motor on the open-circuit voltage of the
S-TENG; (d) a 3D graph of the output current under different amplitudes and frequencies of the linear motor; (e) the output current of the
S-TENGs under different pressures; (f) the transferred charge of the S-TENG with different parallel distances; (g) the output voltage of the
S-TENGs with different numbers of units; (h) the output current of the S-TENGs with different numbers of units; (i) the output power of
the S-TENGs with different numbers of units.
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The current and the power density of the S-TENG at
different load resistances are shown in Figure S6. It can be
observed that, under the matched loading resistance (20 MΩ
in this case), the peak output power of the S-TENG reached a
maximum of 10.56 μW. Through a series of experiments
performed with different charging capacitors (Figure S7), the
S-TENG yields a generally good charging capability for the
capacitors. The experiments testing the output performance
with different salinities are conducted as shown in Figure S8. It
can be observed that the output performance is not
significantly affected by the salinity. As shown in Table S3,
some previous wave energy harvesting TENGs have been
reviewed and summarized. The performance of the S-TENG is
not inferior in low wave frequency conditions.
As underwater structures are subject to hydrostatic pressure,

it is necessary to study the effect of the underwater pressure on
the output performance of the S-TENG. The wave vertical
displacements are typically on the order of 10 m or so.57 Once
the water depth exceeds 10 m, there are almost no waves. In
the study, different mass blocks have been rigidly installed onto
the S-TENG to increase its surface pressure from 10 to 100
kPa, as shown in Figure S9. Another mass block, which will be
released from the same height to create the same impact on the
lower mass block and the S-TENG, hangs on top of them.
Basically, under higher pressure underwater, the air gap in the
S-TENG becomes more and more compressed. Consequently,
the output current decreases with the underwater pressure as
shown in Figure 4e, which is consistent with eq 1. However,
the electrical output from the S-TENG will not be eliminated
as the contact and separation of the microstructures on the
electrode and dielectric material continues (Figure S9). It
indicates that the S-TENG can be used to harvest wave energy
at different water pressure conditions.
As the electrical performance can be enhanced by

connecting multiple TENGs in parallel,32,58,59 experimental
studies (see Figure 4f) were performed to determine the
distance between multiple S-TENGs. The vibration state of
two S-TENGs is different when the distance between them is
within a certain value. A complete process is simulated by
COMSOL to illustrate the vibration difference of two S-
TENGs as shown in Figure S10 and Note S1, and experiments
with different distances are conducted as shown in Figure 4f. In
the simulation, the fluid speed (U) is 0.5 m/s and varies

sinusoidally with time to simulate the sinusoidal wave velocity.
T is the wave period, which equals 20 s. The simulation is
performed with a fluid-structure interaction model. In the
COMSOL simulation, the two S-TENG units are installed with
distances of 60, 90, and 120 mm, respectively. As shown in
Figure S10a, in the case where the distance between the two S-
TENGs is 60 mm, the forward S-TENG vibrates more severely
than the back S-TENG. This can be partly attributed to the
attenuation to the incident wave by the forward TENG, which
can be considered as an interference between the two S-
TENGs. However, as the distance of two S-TENG units
increases to 90 and 120 mm, the attenuation to the vibration of
the back S-TENG by the forward TENG becomes less
significant, as shown in Figure S10b,c. The results indicate that
the distance between two S-TENGs influences the vibration of
each S-TENG. Actually, the transferred charge of the S-TENG
increased before the distance between the two S-TENGs
reached 120 mm, as shown in Figure 4f. Therefore, the
distance between the two S-TENGs has been kept above 90
mm to eliminate their interference in the subsequent
experiments.
To boost the total output, a system with multiple S-TENGs

integrated has been developed. It can be observed in Figure 4g
that, as the number of the S-TENG units increased from 1 to 9,
the output voltage of the parallel connected S-TENGs
increased from 24.8 to 120.6 V at the same time the output
current increased from 2.6 to 8.7 μA as depicted in Figure 4h.
The open-circuit voltage, short-circuit current, and output
power were measured with different units connected in
parallel. All three signals increased with increasing units, as
shown in Figure 4g−i. However, this might be contradictory,
as voltage should not have increased when the units are
connected in parallel. This is due to the actual voltage
decreasing with the increase of units. The explanation is
demonstrated in Figure S11 and Note S2. This indicates that
higher power could be achieved by simply integrating more
units, which is also found by Zhang et al.29 and Xu and co-
workers.43 The peak output power of the nine S-TENGs
reached 79.023 μW as shown in Figure 4i; the detailed
information is shown in Figure S12. Some sensors involved in
MIoT and their power consumption are listed in Figure S13.
When a sufficient number of S-TENGs are implemented,
various MIoT sensors (e.g., sonic wave loggers) can be driven.

Figure 5. Illustration of various applications for S-TENG with insets of (i) the thermometer powered by nine S-TENGs and (ii) 30 LEDs
powered by nine S-TENGs.
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Demonstrations of the S-TENG Applications. Owing to
its flexible structure, the S-TENG can be easily integrated with
a variety of marine applications (Figure 5), including surface
(e.g., floating buoys) and shoreside (e.g., lighthouses, coastal
power stations) applications.
Buoys and floats carry a large number of sensors, which form

the nerve endings in the marine internet of things. The S-
TENG can be integrated with a floating buoy very easily
(Figure S14). In the demonstration experiments, as the wave
excited the vibration of the S-TENG, the high brightness LEDs
on the floating buoy flashed continuously (see Movie S1). By
integrating with similar S-TENGs, these buoy-based sensors
could achieve robust (in ocean environments) and low-cost
battery independence.
As the marine internet of things extends to underwater areas,

power supply without a battery is even more challenging
(where solar and wind energy are not available at all). Our
demonstration experiments have also explored the applicability
of the S-TENG in this scenario, in which S-TENGs form a
coastal power station (Figure 5). In the experiments performed
in a flume with a dimension of 2.0 m (length) × 0.3 m (width)
× 0.5 m (height), a 100 μF capacitor was charged to 3 V in 100
s by nine S-TENGs; then, a thermometer was successfully lit
up (as shown in Figures 5(i) and S15 and Movie S2). This
“mini” S-TENG power station was also capable of lighting up
30 LEDs (Figure 5(ii) and Movie S3), which demonstrates the
S-TENG’s applicability under water.
Last but not least, the S-TENG can also be installed at the

shoreside areas to power a series of coastal applications (see
Figure 5). As a demonstration, 3 S-TENGs were attached to a
breakwater model (see Figure S16(i)) to power a coastal
lighthouse model (see Figure S16(ii) and Movie S4). The S-
TENG yielded quite stable (for more than 6 h) electrical
performance (Figure S17). Through these experimental
demonstrations, the flexible S-TENG proves to be effective
in various marine scenarios.

CONCLUSION
In this study, a flexible seaweed-like triboelectric nano-
generator has been developed and investigated in systematic
wave tank experiments. Studies reveal that, depending on the
geometric parameter (i.e., the aspect ratio) and dynamic
parameter (i.e., the Strouhal number), the vibration of the S-
TENG can develop into two modes. The S-TENG proves to
be an effective wave energy converter when it vibrates in the
first mode. When multiple S-TENGs are deployed appropri-
ately (i.e., with proper distance in between each other), the
total electric output can be promoted by simply integrating
more parallel connected S-TENG units. Therefore, a series of
demonstration experiments were performed in a wave tank, in
which multiple S-TENGs have proven to be effective in
powering the LEDs and the thermometer in different marine
scenarios. Considering that the majority of the MIoT sensors
work with micro power, the essentially robust and cost-efficient
S-TENG could become an effective approach to achieve
battery independence for the MIoT.

METHODS
Manufacture of the S-TENG. The structure of the S-TENG is

shown in Figure 1a(iii). The FEP and PET membranes and PTFE
sealing tape had the thicknesses of 30, 20, and 30 μm, respectively.
The two flexible electrodes were composed by an ink-coated FEP and
an ink-coated PET, and they were integrated with the sealing PTFE.

The conductive ink No. is CH-8(MOD2) produced by JUJO printing
supplies and technology (Pinghu) Co. Ltd. The conductive ink is
printed on the FEP and PET membranes by the screen-printing
technology and then dried at atmospheric temperature. There is an air
gap between the ink-coated PET film and the FEP membrane. A
double-side adhesive sponge belt (3 mm thickness) is set at the root
of the S-TENG to separate the ink-coated PET film and the FEP film
as shown in Figure 1a(iii). The surface of the FEP membrane and ink-
coated PET film was lightly polished with 10 000 mesh sandpaper
from Kafuwell Co., Ltd.

Characterization of the Materials Used in S-TENG. The
microstructure of the FEP and ink-coated PET film can be observed
by a scanning electron microscope Phenom Pro as shown in Figure
2a(ii). Material surface morphologies of the conductive ink-coated
PET film and FEP film are observed with the electron microscope
LEXT OLS4000, which is shown in Figure S1. Figure 1b(i,ii) shows
the sample, and Figure 1b(iii) shows the material surface morphology
of the S-TENG, which yields an air gap between the FEP film and the
ink-coated PET film.

Electrical Output Measurement. A programmable electrometer
(Keithley Model 6514) was used to measure the electrical output of
the S-TENG. A wave simulation system, consisting of an adjustable
velocity motor (US-52) equipped with a reduction gearbox (5GU-5-K
MAILI), was used to simulate the water wave motion. The
demonstration experiments for the S-TENG were performed with a
2.0 m (length) × 0.3 m (width) × 0.5 m (height) flume. The
simulated wave velocity ranged from 0.04 to 0.4 m/s.

Demonstration Experiments Done by S-TENG. In the
demonstration experiments, the S-TENG was installed on a bedplate,
which is shown in Figure 5(i),(ii). The wave was generated as the
linear motor pushed/pulled the wave-making plate back and forth.
When the S-TENG is excited by waves, the periodic electrical signals
can be generated as shown in Figures 3c,d and 4.
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