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ABSTRACT: Dripping liquid is one of the most common
practices in chemistry, but one rarely thinks that the contact of
liquid with air could introduce charges in the liquid, which may
aﬀect the chemical reaction. Here, we propose a functional
dripping channel based on a liquid triboelectric nanogenerator
(L-TENG) to eﬀectively harvest energy from liquid droplets and
sense their motion. The L-TENG is a hybrid of a gratingelectrode L-TENG and a single-electrode L-TENG, which are for
energy harvesting and sensing, respectively. When dripping from
a funnel, the energy of the droplets can be successively harvested
and stored. Meanwhile, the single-electrode L-TENG can identify
the time interval for the liquid ﬂow and the number of droplets,
providing information on the chemical process. The device with
enhanced energy harvesting and sensing functions should have great application prospects in intelligent laboratory systems
and can also contribute to the optimization of the L-TENGs for harvesting liquid droplet energy.
KEYWORDS: triboelectric nanogenerator, droplet, dripping channel, energy harvesting, intelligent chemistry
used to harvest and sense ﬂuid energy, to harvest wave energy,
and to detect the draft of ships.13−21 So far, the application of
liquid−solid electriﬁcation in chemical systems has only
appeared in microﬂuidic chemistry. In combination with the
micrototal analysis system, a microﬂuidic channel based on a
triboelectric nanogenerator is proposed to harvest energy from
ﬂuid and sense the parameters of the ﬂuid.22−24 No functional
devices based on triboelectric nanogenerators have been
embedded in macroﬂuid chemical systems.9
Here, we propose a dripping channel based liquid triboelectric
nanogenerator (L-TENG) for energy harvesting and sensing of
droplets, enabling intelligent chemical systems. The L-TENG
adopts a hybrid structure of a grating-electrode L-TENG and a
single-electrode L-TENG, which are for energy harvesting and
sensing, respectively. The grating-electrode structure can
improve the energy harvesting performance,25−29 and a folded
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n the chemical reaction system, the injection of reactants
and the collection of products are usually accompanied by
the dripping of liquid. Traditionally, droplets pass the air
between the nozzle and the target container, which acts as a
dripping channel without other functions. With the advent of the
intelligent era, intelligent laboratory systems are proposed where
chemical reactions can be better sensed and controlled.1
Dripping channels with more functions can contribute greatly
to the development of such systems. The invention of
triboelectric nanogenerators (TENGs, also called a Wang
generator), which can derive their origin from Maxwell’s
displacement current, provides opportunities for developing
functional dripping channels.2,3 The basic working principle of
the triboelectric nanogenerator is based on the coupling of
triboelectriﬁcation and electrostatic induction.4,5 It has the
characteristics of lightweight and variable structures and is
particularly eﬃcient in converting low-frequency and lowamplitude mechanical energy into electricity.6−8 Since the
invention of triboelectric nanogenerators, there has been a lot of
research on the electriﬁcation of liquid and solid interfaces.9 At
present, it turns out that electriﬁcation in liquid−solid contact
can be mainly attributed to electron transfer.10,11 In 2013,
energy harvesting based on liquid−solid contact was realized
successfully.12 Subsequently, liquid−solid electriﬁcation was
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Figure 1. Design of the dripping channel and structure of the L-TENG device. (a) Schematic of the dripping channel. (b) Structure of the LTENG. (c) Photograph of the electrode arrangement. (d) Photograph of the fabricated L-TENG device (Scale bar: 5 cm). (e) Contact angle of
the pristine PTFE.

Figure 2. Working mechanism of the L-TENG. (a) Schematic of the total structure with a grating-electrode L-TENG and a single-electrode LTENG. (b) Working principle of the grating-electrode L-TENG for harvesting the energy of a droplet. (c) Working principle of the singleelectrode L-TENG for sensing a droplet.

harvested in the dripping channel based L-TENG for intelligent
chemistry or other applications. A schematic explosive view of
the major part of the L-TENG is shown in Figure 1b. A folded
slope structure of the electrode panels is designed in the LTENG for enhancing performance. The electrode panel
contains three parts, which are an epoxy glass ﬁber substrate, a
Au + Cu grating electrode layer, and a polytetraﬂuoroethylene
(PTFE) ﬁlm. A steel rod is placed at the end of the electrode
panel. A photograph of the electrode panel is shown in Figure 1c
with dimensions of 12 cm × 20 cm. The fabricated L-TENG
device is shown in Figure 1d. The contact angle of the pristine
PTFE used here is about 112.36°, as shown in Figure 1e. The
microstructure on the surface of the PTFE ﬁlm is shown in
Figure S1.
The L-TENG is designed as a hybrid of a grating-electrode LTENG and a single-electrode L-TENG, as shown in Figure 2a.
The grating-electrode L-TENG is based on the freestandingtriboelectric-layer mode (Figure 2b). The charges on a droplet
may come from two sources. Because PTFE has a strong aﬃnity
to electrons, the droplet will be positively charged when sliding
on the surface of PTFE owing to electron transfer from water to
PTFE due to contact electriﬁcation. On the other hand, friction
between air and a droplet can also contribute to the positive

structure is designed to reduce the volume for increasing the
output density.30−35 Compared to the unfolded structure, the
folded structure with three segments shows an enhancement of
123.06% in maximum peak power density and 141.18% in
maximum energy density. A typical setup in chemistry is
demonstrated. When dripping from a funnel, the energy of
droplets can be successively harvested and stored. Meanwhile,
the single-electrode L-TENG can identify the time interval, the
number of droplets, and the total duration of the droplets,
providing information on the chemical process. The device with
enhanced energy harvesting and sensing functions should have a
great application prospect in intelligent laboratory systems and
can also contribute to the optimization of the L-TENGs for
harvesting droplet energy.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The dripping channel in a typical setup for chemical reactions is
shown in Figure 1a. There are three parts in the setup: the funnel
used as the source of the droplets, the beaker used as the receiver
of the falling droplets, and the iron stand and clamp for ﬁxing the
funnel at a certain height. This setup is widely adopted in
chemical experiments to add reactant A from a funnel to another
reactant B in a beaker. The energy of the droplets can be
B
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Figure 3. Basic characterization of the L-TENG tested with a motor. (a) Schematic of the experimental setup and unfolded electrode panels with
three diﬀerent lengths. (b−d) Short-circuit current of the unfolded grating-electrode L-TENGs with 0.2 m (b), 0.4 m (c), and 0.6 m (d)
electrode panels, respectively. (e) Transferred charges and open-circuit voltage for diﬀerent unfolded grating-electrode L-TENGs. (f, g) Peak
power (f) and energy (g) of the unfolded grating-electrode L-TENGs. (h) Maximum peak power density and energy density of the unfolded
grating-electrode L-TENGs. (i, j) Short-circuit current of the single-electrode L-TENGs with 0.4 m (i) and 0.6 m (j) electrode panels,
respectively.

electrode panel, the electrons will ﬂow back to the ground. In
such a way, an alternate current signal will be generated in the
ground circuit.
In order to characterize the basic performance of the LTENG, single electrode panels without folding were tested ﬁrst.
A syringe pushed by a motor was used to generate droplets
under precise control. The vertical distance between the outlet
of the syringe and the electrode panel was 1.5 cm. Pure water
with a resistivity of 18.2 MΩ·cm was adopted for the droplet,
and the volume of the water droplet produced by the motor is 99
μL. The detailed experimental setup is shown in Figure 3a.
Unfolded electrode panels of three diﬀerent lengths (0.2 m, 0.4

electriﬁcation of the droplet. The charges on the droplet will
induce negative charges in the electrodes underneath the PTFE,
which will follow the sliding of the charged droplet and transfer
between the pair of grating electrodes on the electrode panel.
Because the grating electrodes are arranged in an interdigital
way, the sliding droplet can produce alternate current peaks in
the external circuit. The single-electrode L-TENG is used for
sensing, which is based on the steel rod grounded through an Al
sheet. As shown in Figure 2c, the droplet is positively charged as
it glides over the PTFE ﬁlm. When the charged droplet
approaches the steel rod, electrons will be attracted to the rod
from the ground. When the droplet leaves the end of the
C
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Figure 4. Basic characterization of the L-TENG tested with a motor. (a) Folding principle and device photographs (Scale bar: 5 cm). (b, c)
Short-circuit current for 0.4 m (b) and 0.6 m (c) folded grating-electrode L-TENGs, respectively. (d) Transferred charges and open-circuit
voltage for diﬀerent folded grating-electrode L-TENGs. (e, f) Peak power (e) and energy (f) of folded grating-electrode L-TENGs. (g)
Maximum peak power density and energy density of folded grating-electrode L-TENGs. (h) Measuring circuit for single-electrode L-TENGs. (i,
j) Short-circuit current of single-electrode L-TENGs in 0.4 m (i) and 0.6 m (j) L-TENGs, respectively.

0.2 m case is the minimum. The transferred charges and voltage
of the grating-electrode L-TENGs were also studied (Figure 3e).
The peak-to-peak values of the transferred charges of the three
cases are 0.32 nC, 2.6 nC, and 2.76 nC, respectively (details are
shown in Figure S2). The peak-to-peak voltages are 0.89 V, 5.48
V, and 4.87 V, respectively (details are shown in Figure S2). The
cases with 0.4 and 0.6 m lengths are superior to the 0.2 m case in
peak-to-peak transferred charges and voltage. To compare the
performance of the three generators in more detail, the peak
power and energy were tested. As shown in Figure 3f, the
maximum peak power for the 0.4 m case is much larger than for
the other two cases, achieving 484.98 nW with a matched
resistance of 40.7 MΩ. The maximum peak powers of the 0.2 m

m, and 0.6 m) were characterized in the experiment. The three
electrode panels were ﬁxed at the same height of 18 cm to form
slopes with diﬀerent inclination angles. The volumes of the
cuboids occupied by the three slopes are noted as V1, V2, and V3,
respectively. For each length, the outputs of the gratingelectrode L-TENG and the single-electrode L-TENG were
measured.
The short-circuit currents of the grating-electrode L-TENGs
with the three unfolded electrode panels are shown in Figure
3b−d. The inset ﬁgures present the enlarged output curves of
the eighth water droplet, which show current outputs of 58.85
nA, 176.84 nA, and 151.08 nA, respectively. The current with
the 0.4 m electrode panel is the maximum, and the current in the
D
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Figure 5. Application demonstration of a 0.4 m L-TENG with a dripping funnel. (a) Short-circuit current for the 0.4 m folded grating-electrode
L-TENG. (b) Transferred charges and open-circuit voltage for the 0.4 m folded grating-electrode L-TENG. (c) Peak power and energy of the 0.4
m folded grating-electrode L-TENG. (d) Maximum peak power density and energy density of the 0.4 m folded grating-electrode L-TENG with
diﬀerent drives. (e) Rectiﬁcation circuit diagram for the folded grating-electrode L-TENG to charge a capacitor. (f) Charging performance of
the 0.4 m folded grating-electrode L-TENG to a capacitor of 1 μF. (g) Short-circuit current of the single-electrode L-TENGs in the 0.4 m LTENG. (h) Photograph of the experimental setup for sensing water droplets (scale bar: 5 cm).

and 15.7 μW m−3, respectively. The 0.2 m case has the maximum
peak power density, and the 0.6 m case is the smallest. The
maximum energy densities of the three cases are 6.79 μJ m−3,
18.32 μJ m−3, and 7.6 μJ m−3, respectively. The 0.4 m case has
the largest energy density, followed by the 0.6 m case, and the 0.2
m case has the smallest value, as shown in Figure 3h. The 0.4 m
case with middle length and inclination angle should be more
preferable than the other two, which can provide some clues for
optimizing similar devices based on droplets.
The device can not only harvest the energy of water droplets
but also sense their motion, based on the single-electrode LTENG. The single-electrode L-TENG is grounded through a
current meter when the grating-electrode L-TENG is connected
with a matched resistor. In this way, the single-electrode LTENG can be used to sense the water droplets while harvesting
the energy of the droplets with the grating-electrode L-TENG.
As shown in the insets of Figure 3i,j, the single-electrode LTENG in the 0.4 m case has a maximum current of 25.41 nA,
and the 0.6 m case has a maximum current of 14.17 nA. The
largest peak can be used to identify a single droplet for counting.

and the 0.6 m cases are 179.65 nW and 194.03 nW with matched
resistances of 30.9 MΩ and 25.6 MΩ, respectively. The peak
power is calculated according to the following equation:
Ppeak = Ipeak 2R

(1)

where R is the load resistance and Ipeak is the peak value of the
current. The maximum harvested energies during sliding of a
single droplet for the three cases are 12.76 nJ, 141.41 nJ, and
93.99 nJ, respectively, as shown in Figure 3g. The energy for a
single droplet is calculated according to the following equation:
T

E=

∫0 E I 2R dt
20

(2)

where TE is the time span of dripping 20 consecutive droplets.
The 0.4 m case has the highest energy output, while the 0.2 m
case has the lowest. It is necessary to calculate the output density
of the three cases because of their diﬀerent occupied volumes. As
shown in Figure 3h, the maximum peak power densities of the
0.2 m, 0.4 m, and 0.6 m cases are 95.56 μW m−3, 62.82 μW m−3,
E
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excellent output performance in the motor test, was used for the
experiment. The vertical distance between the outlet of the
funnel and the electrode panel of the L-TENG was 1.5 cm,
which was the same as the motor test. The short-circuit current
of the grating-electrode L-TENG in the L-TENG is shown in
Figure 5a, and the inset is the output of the eighth droplet, which
presents a peak value of 140.45 nA. The peak-to-peak value of
transferred charges and open-circuit voltage of the gratingelectrode L-TENG are 1.67 nC and 3.33 V, respectively (Figure
5b) (details are shown in Figure S5). The peak power and
energy of the grating-electrode L-TENG were also investigated,
as shown in Figure 5c. The maximum peak power of the device is
290.25 nW with a matched resistance of 25.6 MΩ, and the
maximum energy is 79.67 nJ. The output density of the device is
calculated, as shown in Figure 5d. The maximum peak power
density of the device is 67.19 μW m−3, and the maximum energy
density of the device is 18.44 μJ m−3, which are very close to the
output density in the motor test. The results show that the LTENG has good output stability and energy harvesting
applicability in practical scenarios. The harvested energy can
also be stored in a capacitor to drive low-power devices. A 1 μF
capacitor was connected to the 0.4 m L-TENG for testing the
charging performance. The rectiﬁcation circuit diagram for the
L-TENG to charge a capacitor is shown in Figure 5e. The
capacitor can be charged to 2.98 V in 600 s without water
droplets (Figure 5f). This could be attributed to the electromagnetic waves in the space, which can cause ﬂuctuations of
electrical potential between metal electrodes, and charge a
capacitor via rectiﬁcation.36 When droplets were applied, a
voltage of 5.39 V could be achieved in 600 s (Figure 5f). The
liquid level in the funnel was between 400 and 500 mL in the
experiment, and the droplet size was about 99 μL.
The short-circuit current of the single-electrode L-TENG for
the ﬁrst water droplet is 104.26 nA, as shown in Figure 5g. Figure
5h illustrates the experimental setup for sensing water droplets.
Experiments for Figure 5g,h use droplets of 90 μL. The process
of droplets dripping from the funnel through the dripping
channel is shown in Video S1, and Video S2 demonstrates the
sensing process. As shown in the video, the droplet interval, the
count of droplets, and the total duration of dripping can be
obtained by the dripping channel (Time unit: s). The dripping
operation is indispensable in chemical experiments. Based on
the dripping channel, plenty of information on the chemical
experiments can be obtained automatically, which can show the
degree of the dripping and help to estimate the progress of the
chemical reaction. Although only water is used here for
producing the droplet, other liquids in chemistry are also
applicable due to the generality of the triboelectriﬁcation
phenomenon. The dripping channel based L-TENG can be very
useful for the development of intelligent laboratory systems.

In order to increase the output density of the L-TENG, a
folded structure is designed to reduce the size of the device. As
shown in Figure 4a, folding the L-TENG can eﬀectively save the
volume while maintaining the inclination angle. The 0.4 and 0.6
m electrode panels are folded into two and three segments,
respectively. The electrode connections among the segments are
shown in Figure S3. In order to allow the droplets to slide down
along the folded trajectory, the folded structure is widened to
introduce a vertical gap of about 10.78 mm between adjacent
segments. The photographs of the L-TENGs with a folded
structure corresponding to 0.4 and 0.6 m cases are shown in
Figure 4a. The short-circuit current of the folded gratingelectrode L-TENG is shown in Figure 4b,c, with the output of
the eighth water droplet presented in the insets. For the folded
0.4 m case, the peak current in the inset is about 122.88 nA, and
the value for the 0.6 m case is 66.29 nA, and both are smaller
than the unfolded cases. The peak-to-peak transferred charges
and voltage are shown in Figure 4d. The transferred charges of
the grating-electrode L-TENGs for the folded 0.4 and 0.6 m
cases are 2.2 nC and 0.77 nC, respectively (details are shown in
Figure S4). The peak-to-peak open-circuit voltages of the
grating-electrode L-TENGs for the folded 0.4 and 0.6 m cases
are 4.46 and 1.59 V, respectively (details are shown in Figure
S4). The peak power and energy are shown in Figure 4e,f. The
maximum peak power values of folded 0.4 and 0.6 m cases are
298.05 nW and 170.21 nW, respectively. The maximum
harvested energy values of the two cases are 84.75 nJ and
89.06 nJ, respectively. The maximum peak power of the folded
0.4 m case is larger than that of the folded 0.6 m case, but the
harvested energy is a little smaller. The output densities of the
folded 0.4 and 0.6 m cases are also calculated, as shown in Figure
4g. The maximum peak power densities of the folded 0.4 and 0.6
m cases are 69 μW m−3 and 35.02 μW m−3, respectively. The
maximum energy densities of the two cases are 19.62 μJ m−3 and
18.33 μJ m−3, respectively. The maximum output density of the
folded 0.4 m case is larger than that of the folded 0.6 m case.
Compared to the unfolded cases, although there is energy loss
at the folding joint, the folded structure has the advantages of
smaller volume and higher space utilization, and the output
density can be greatly improved. The maximum peak power
density of the folded 0.4 m case is increased by 9.84% compared
with the unfolded 0.4 m case, and the maximum energy density
of the folded 0.4 m case is increased by 7.1%. The maximum
peak power density of the folded 0.6 m case is increased by
123.06% compared with the unfolded 0.6 m case, and the
maximum energy density of the folded 0.6 m case is increased by
141.18%. Therefore, through the folding design of the structure,
the droplet energy can be harvested more eﬃciently, which can
also be applied to similar devices.
The single-electrode L-TENG in the structure for sensing was
also tested. Measuring the circuit for the single-electrode LTENG is shown in Figure 4h. At the end of each segment, a
single-electrode L-TENG is installed. Thus, there are two singleelectrode L-TENGs in the folded 0.4 m case and three in the
folded 0.6 m case, which are connected in parallel. The
maximum short-circuit current of the single-electrode L-TENG
in the folded 0.4 m case can reach around 132.8 nA, as shown in
the inset of Figure 4i, and the value for the folded 0.6 m case is
around 89.23 nA, as shown in the inset of Figure 4j. The signal
can be used for identifying the falling of one droplet.
In order to use the L-TENG as a dripping channel for
intelligent chemistry in practical scenarios, a funnel dripping
experiment is demonstrated. The 0.4 m L-TENG, which showed

CONCLUSIONS
In summary, a dripping channel based liquid triboelectric
nanogenerator (L-TENG) for droplet energy harvesting and
sensing is demonstrated. The L-TENG is designed as a hybrid of
a grating-electrode L-TENG and a single-electrode L-TENG,
which are for energy harvesting and sensing, respectively. The
inclination angle is optimized for single unfolded electrode
panels. A folding design is adopted for improving the output
density of the L-TENG. The maximum energy density of the
folded 0.4 m L-TENG is 7.1% higher than that of the unfolded
case, and the enhancement is 141.18% for the folded 0.6 m LTENG. A typical setup in chemistry is demonstrated. When
F
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dripping from a funnel, the energy of droplets can be
successively harvested and stored. Moreover, the droplet
interval, the count of the droplets, and the total duration of
dripping can also be sensed by the dripping channel. Such
automatically obtained information can show the degree of the
dripping and help to estimate the progress of the chemical
reaction. The device can be very useful for the development of
intelligent laboratory systems and can also contribute to the
optimization of the L-TENGs for harvesting droplet energy.
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EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
Fabrication of the Electrode Panel. First, epoxy glass ﬁber
boards plated with a layer of electrodes were fabricated by printed
circuit board (PCB) manufacturing technology. The boards have the
same widths of 12 cm and thicknesses of 1.6 mm, while the lengths are
0.2 m, 0.4 m, and 0.6 m, respectively, for diﬀerent devices. A pair of
copper electrodes with an interdigital pattern (35 μm in thickness) were
plated on the epoxy glass ﬁber substrate, and each ﬁnger has a
dimension of 8 mm × 98 mm with an interval of 2 mm. The electrodes
were covered with a thin layer of gold to prohibit oxidation. A steel rod
with a diameter of 1 mm and a length of 88 mm was installed at the end
of the board, and a 0.3 mm thick aluminum sheet was placed under the
steel bar for ﬁxing and conducting. A PTFE ﬁlm (80 μm in thickness)
was adhered on the board and the steel rod as a triboelectric layer.
Fabrication of the L-TENG. Electrode panels with a length of 0.2 m
were ﬁxed on an acrylic stand with a folded conﬁguration. The total
height of the folded structure is 18 cm. For the 0.4 m L-TENG, two
electrode panels were ﬁxed with the same inclination angle. For the 0.6
m L-TENG, three electrode panels were used. A vertical gap of about
10.78 mm between adjacent panels was introduced by displacing the
panels horizontally.
Characterization. The transferred charges, current, and voltage
were characterized by an electrometer (Keithley 6514). The liquid in
the funnel was grounded in the experiment. The raw output signals
(except the data of charging the capacitor) were band-block ﬁltered
from 49 to 51 Hz after the experiments to remove the noise in the
environment.
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