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ABSTRACT We report a single-electrode-based sliding-mode triboelectric nanogenerator

(TENG) that not only can harvest mechanical energy but also is a self-powered displacement
vector sensor system for touching pad technology. By utilizing the relative sliding between an
electrodeless polytetraﬂuoroethylene (PTFE) patch with surface-etched nanoparticles and an
Al electrode that is grounded, the fabricated TENG can produce an open-circuit voltage up to
1100 V, a short-circuit current density of 6 mA/m2, and a maximum power density of 350 mW/m2
on a load of 100 MΩ, which can be used to instantaneously drive 100 green-light-emitting
diodes (LEDs). The working mechanism of the TENG is based on the charge transfer between
the Al electrode and the ground by modulating the relative sliding distance between the
tribo-charged PTFE patch and the Al plate. Grating of linear rows on the Al electrode enables the detection of the sliding speed of the PTFE patch along one
direction. Moreover, we demonstrated that 16 Al electrode channels arranged along four directions were used to monitor the displacement (the direction
and the location) of the PTFE patch at the center, where the output voltage signals in the 16 channels were recorded in real-time to form a mapping ﬁgure.
The advantage of this design is that it only requires the bottom Al electrode to be grounded and the top PTFE patch needs no electrical contact, which is
beneﬁcial for energy harvesting in automobile rotation mode and touch pad applications.
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arvesting mechanical energy from
ambient environment has attracted
increasing attention in the past decade not only for meeting the rapid-growing
energy consumptions but also for realizing the
self-powered sensor systems and achieving
some electrochemical applications.1 3 Various
eﬀects for scavenging mechanical energy
have been developed such as electromagnetics,4,5 piezoelectrics,6,7 and electrostatics.8,9
Based on the coupling between triboelectriﬁcation and electrostatic induction, the recently
invented triboelectric nanogenerator (TENG)
has been utilized to harvest random mechanical energy.10 12 However, the previously
demonstrated TENGs are all based on the
vertical/horizontal separation of two tribocharged thin ﬁlm materials coated with metal
electrodes for electric output. It is critical
to develop new approaches to fabricate the
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TENGs without the need of depositing the
metal electrodes on the triboelectric ﬁlm
materials so that we can build an electrodeless
TENG for “wireless” application, which can
eﬀectively reduce the fabrication cost of the
devices and achieve some new applications,
such as energy harvesting from a rotating tire
or touch pad sensor.
The purpose of developing self-powered
nanotechnology is to drive the sensors by
scavenging energy from its working environment instead of the external power
sources or the conventional batteries.13,14
TENGs have been used as self-powered
sensors for sensing mercury ions, catechin,
and change of magnetic ﬁeld.15 17 Usually,
displacement vector sensors are capable of
high-resolution measurement of the movement position and direction of the target
object, 18 which have a wide variety of
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Figure 1a illustrates a schematic diagram of the
fabricated TENG, which consists of a triboelectric PTFE
patch and an Al plate, where the Al plays dual roles
of a triboelectric surface and an electrode. The PTFE
patch and the Al plate are kept in parallel to each other,
where the inner surfaces are in intimate contact. The
two plates slide against each other, with the contact
area changing periodically by the mechanical motion
along the short-edge of the plates. Usually, the output
performance of the TENG can be enhanced by increasing the surface roughness and the eﬀective surface
area of the triboelectric materials to induce a larger
triboelectric charge density. To increase the triboelectric charge density on the surface of the PTFE, it can
be dry-etched using inductively coupled plasma (ICP)
to create the nanoparticle structures. Figure 1b shows
a scanning electron microscopy (SEM) image of the
etched PTFE surface, which is uniformly covered with
the nanoparticle structures with an average diameter
of about 200 nm. The etched surface of PTFE was
YANG ET AL.

further characterized by the atomic force microscope
(AFM), showing the same nanoparticle structures on
the surface, as illustrated in Figure 1c. Figure 1d shows
the output performance of the single-electrode-based
TENG, where the Voc can reach 1100 V with a peak Jsc
of 6 mA/m2. To conﬁrm that the obtained output
signals in Figure 1d were generated by the TENG, the
produced energy was used to directly drive 100 green
LEDs under the fast sliding motion of the PTFE on the
Al plate, as shown in Figure 1e. In order to clearly
demonstrate the AC output, these LEDs were divided
into two groups in series (Supporting Information
Figure S1), which were connected to the TENG. Under
a low sliding frequency, the two LED groups were
alternately lighted up, as shown in the movie ﬁle 1
(see the Supporting Information). The lifetime of the
fabricated TENG can be up to several tens of years by
increasing the thickness of PTFE ﬁlm.
The mechanism of the single-electrode-based sliding TENG is schematically depicted in Figure 2a. In the
original position, the surfaces of PTFE and Al fully
overlap and intimately contact each other. According
to the triboelectric series,23 the contact between the
PTFE and Al will result in electrons that are injected
from Al to PTFE since PTFE is much more triboelectrically negative than Al. The produced negative triboelectric charges can be preserved on the PTFE surface
for a long time due to the nature of the insulator.24
Once the top PTFE with the negatively charged surface
starts to slide outward, it will result in the decrease
of the induced positive charges on the Al, thus the electrons ﬂow from ground to Al, producing a positive
current signal. When the top PTFE fully slides out of
the bottom Al, the two triboelectric-charged surfaces
are entirely separated, and then an equilibrium state
can be created with no output voltage/current. When
the top PTFE plate is reverted to slide backward, the
induced positive charges on the Al increase, driving the
electrons to ﬂow from Al to the ground to produce a
negative current signal. Once the two plates completely reach the overlapping position, the charged surfaces fully contact again and there will be no change
of the induced charges on the Al, thus no output
current can be observed. This is a full cycle of the
single-electrode-based sliding TENG working process.
The electric potential distribution in the TENG and
the charge transfer between the Al and the ground can
be veriﬁed through numerical simulation using COMSOL. The proposed model is based on a PTFE patch and
an Al plate with the same dimensions (5 cm  8 cm 
0.1 cm), as shown in the inset of Figure 2b. The triboelectric charge density on the PTFE was assumed to
be 10 μC/m2. The Al plate was connected with the
ground. Figure 2b depicts the calculated results of
the electric potential distribution in the TENG under
four diﬀerent sliding distances of 0, 16, 26, and 40 mm.
When two plates are fully overlapped, the electric
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applications including assembly of precision equipment, machine tool metrology, safety monitoring,
and human machine interfaces.19 The reported displacement sensors are usually based on the optical,
thermal, or magnetic sensing mechanism, where an
external power source is mandatory for driving these
sensors.20 22
In this paper, we present the single-electrode-based
sliding TENG that is based on the periodic overlapping
and separation between a polytetraﬂuoroethylene
(PTFE) patch and an Al electrode by the relatively
sliding motion. Due to the coupling between the
triboelectric eﬀect and electrostatic eﬀect, the periodic
change in the contact area between two surfaces can
result in the charge transfer between the Al electrode
and the ground, thus driving the ﬂow of electrons in an
external load. The working principle has been also
elaborated by using the ﬁnite-element simulation.
The maximum power density of the TENG is about
350 mW/m2 at a load of 100 MΩ. The TENG can be used
to drive 100 green-light-emitting diodes (LEDs) instantaneously. The sliding speed of the PTFE patch on
the Al electrode along one direction can be detected
by grating of linear rows on the Al electrode. Moreover,
we demonstrated the application of TENGs as a
self-powered displacement vector sensor system for
detecting the motion of an object without the use of an
external power source. The output voltage signals from
16 Al electrode channels were recorded in real time
as a mapping ﬁgure. The motion direction and location
of the object can be obtained by the analysis of
the measured mapping ﬁgures. This work is an important progress toward the practical applications of the
TENG-based mechanical harvesting techniques and
the self-powered sensor systems.

7343

2013
www.acsnano.org

ARTICLE
Figure 1. (a) Schematic diagram of the single-electrode-based sliding TENG. (b) SEM image of the PTFE surface with etched
nanoparticle structure. (c) AFM image of the etched PTFE surface. (d) Open-circuit voltage (Voc) and the short-circuit current
density (Jsc) of the TENG. (e) Snapshot of 100 commercial green LEDs directly driven by the TENG with the fast sliding motion,
as shown in the movie ﬁle 1.

potential on the PTFE surface approaches zero. When
the top PTFE plate slides out with a displacement of
26 mm, the electric potential on the PTFE surface is
up to 6000 V. It can be clearly seen that the electric
potential diﬀerence between the PTFE and the Al
increases dramatically with increasing sliding distance.
As illustrated in Figure 2c, the amount of the total
charges on the Al plate decreases linearly with increasing sliding distance, indicating that the transferred
charges between Al and the ground increase with
the increasing sliding distance.
Usually, the eﬀective output power of the TENG
depends on the match with the loading resistance.
Figure 2d shows the resistance dependence of both
output voltage and the output current density with the
resistance from 10 Ω to 1 GΩ. The output voltage of
the device rises up with increasing loading resistance,
YANG ET AL.

while the current density drops with the increase of
the resistance. As shown in Figure 2e, the output power
density was plotted as a function of the loading
resistance. The instantaneous power density remains
close to 0 with the resistance below 1 MΩ and then
increases in the resistance region from 1 to 100 MΩ.
The power density decreases under the larger loading
resistance (>100 MΩ). The maximum value of the
output power density reaches 350 mW/m2 at a loading
resistance of 100 MΩ.
To illustrate the potential applications of the
single-electrode-based sliding TENG, we demonstrated that the TENG can be used as a self-powered
sensor for detecting the sliding speed of an object. As
shown in Figure 3a, the linear grating of the Al plate
with a uniform period was fabricated, where the rows
of grating units have the same size (5 mm  40 mm)
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Figure 2. (a) Sketches that illustrate the electricity generation process in a full cycle. (b) Finite-element simulation of the
potential distribution in the TENG. The inset shows the model for the calculation with the separation distance of 0.2 mm
between PTFE and Al. (c) Curve of the induced charge quantity on the Al electrode versus the sliding distance from 0 to 40 mm.
(d) Dependence of the output voltage and the current density on the external loading resistance. (e) Plot of the power density
versus the loading resistance.

and all the Al strips are electrically connected together
as an electrode across a loading resistor connected
with the ground. A PTFE patch with a size of 2 cm 
2 cm was used as the sensitive unit, and a detected
object was attached to it. When the PTFE slid through
the Al strips, the output voltage of the TENG exhibits peaks of alternating directions, as illustrated in
Figure 3a. The number of peaks with the negative
direction correspond to the number of the Al strips.
By ﬁxing one end of the substrate and increasing the
height of the other end (Figure S2), we measured the
output voltages of the TENG under diﬀerent tilt angles
YANG ET AL.

(deﬁned as the angles between the substate and the
ground), as shown in Figure 3b. Due to the increase
of the gravity acceleration of the detected object, it
slid faster and faster with increasing tilt angles, resulting in the decrease of the used time that the PTFE slid
through the Al strips, as shown in Figure 3c. By using
the output voltage peaks of the TENG, we can obtain
the speed of the detected object plotted as a function
of the sliding distance on the Al strips, as depicted
in Figure 3d. The speed exhibits a linear increase with
the sliding distance and can be up to 132 mm/s at the
tilt angle of 10.5°. The speed can be increased further
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Figure 3. (a) Optical image of the fabricated Al electrode strips and the output voltage of the TENG when the PTFE slid
through the Al electrodes. (b) Measured output voltages under the diﬀerent tilt angles of the Al electrode plate, where the tilt
angle was deﬁned as the angle between the Al electrode plate and the ground. (c) Plot of the time from the ﬁrst negative
output voltage peak to the last positive one versus the diﬀerent tilt angles of the Al electrode plate. (d) Summarized
relationships between the speed and the distance under two diﬀerent tilt angles.

to 330 mm/s by increasing the tilt angle of the Al plate
to 15.0°.
To illustrate the potential applications of the singleelectrode-based sliding TENG as the displacement
vector sensor system, we fabricated 16 Al electrode
channels distributed along four directions for detecting the movement direction and position of an object
attached to the PTFE by real-time recording the output
voltages in the 16 channels. Figure 4a shows the
schematic diagram of the fabricated displacement
vector sensor system, where each Al electrode is connected with an external loading resistance of 10 MΩ to
YANG ET AL.

the ground. The output voltage signals in 16 channels
were recorded in real-time as a mapping ﬁgure.
Figure 4b presents the photograph of the fabricated
sensor system, where each Al electrode strip has a size
of 5 mm  30 mm. The detected object was attached to
a PTFE patch with the size of 2 cm  2 cm, which was
used as the sensitive unit at the center of the sensor
system. To demonstrate the functionality of the fabricated sensor system, the PTFE slid along the direction 1 to contact the ﬁrst Al electrode strip, and the
corresponding output voltages in the 16 channels
were measured in real-time, as shown in Figure 4c.
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Figure 4. (a) Schematic diagram of the fabricated displacement vector sensor system. (b) Optical image of the sensor system.
(c) Output voltages in 16 channels and the obtained mapping ﬁgure when the PTFE was in contact with the ﬁrst Al strip.
(d) Output voltages in 16 channels and the mapping ﬁgure when the PTFE slid rapidly along the direction 1. (e) Output
voltages in 16 channels and the mapping ﬁgure when the PTFE slid rapidly along the direction 4.

A negative output voltage peak of about 1.3 V can
be observed in the ﬁrst channel, which corresponds to
the contact between the PTFE and the ﬁrst Al electrode
strip. The mapping ﬁgure of the measured negative
output voltage signals also shows that the ﬁrst Al
electrode strip was touched by the PTFE. Without
the displacement of the PTFE, the corresponding
mapping ﬁgure shows that no output voltage signals
can be observed, as illustrated in Figure S3. If a
smaller loading force on the PTFE was applied, the
TENG produced a lower output voltage of 0.7 V due
YANG ET AL.

to the decrease of the induced triboelectric charges,
as shown in Figure S4.
When the detected object slid rapidly through the
Al electrode strips along the direction 1, the measured
output voltage signals in 16 channels were depicted
in Figure 4d, clearly showing that the four negative
output voltages of about 1.8 V can be observed in
the ﬁrst 4 channels along the direction 1. Analysis of
the corresponding mapping ﬁgure can also reveal that
the detected object slid along the direction 1. Figure 4e
shows the output voltage signals in the 16 channels
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Figure 5. (a d) Produced mapping ﬁgures when the PTFE slid through the Al strips along the diﬀerent four directions.
(e) Green LEDs were lighted up one by one when the PTFE slid along the direction 4.

and the mapping ﬁgure when the detected object slid
rapidly along the direction 4. The obtained negative
output voltage signals decrease in the Al electrode
channels from inside to outside, which is associated
with the decrease of the loading force on the PTFE in
the sliding process. Figures S5 and S6 show the obtained mapping ﬁgures of the sensor system when the
PTFE slid rapidly along the other two directions. These
results clearly indicate that all of the 16 channels of
the device are functional and the sensor system can be
used to determine the sliding direction of the detected
object under the fast movement. Moreover, the fabricated sensor system has a fast response to the displacement of the detected object since it can produce
a negative output voltage signal immediately when
the PTFE is just in contact with the Al electrode strip.
By addressing and monitoring the negative output
voltage signals in 16 channels of the vector sensor
system, the displacement information of the detected
YANG ET AL.

object including the direction and position can be
attained. As displayed in Figure 5a, the measured four
mapping ﬁgures of the sensor system clearly show
the four diﬀerent positions when the detected object
slid through the direction 1. The diﬀerence between
the mapping ﬁgures in Figure 5a,d is due to the
diﬀerent sliding speeds. As shown in Figure 5a, when
the PTFE was in contact with the ﬁrst Al electrode
strip, a negative output voltage signal was produced
in the ﬁrst channel. Then, when the sliding PTFE was in
contact with the second Al electrode strip, a negative
output voltage signal can be obtained in the second
channel, but there was no negative output voltage
signal in the ﬁrst channel due to no change of the
contact area between the PTFE and the ﬁrst Al electrode strip, as shown in Figure 5a. However, when the
sliding speed of the PTFE was enough fast, the produced negative output voltage signals in the several
channels can be observed in the same mapping ﬁgure,
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Figure 6. (a) Photograph of the fabricated displacement vector sensor system by using Ag electrodes. (b) SEM image of the Ag
electrodes. (c) SEM image of the enlarged Ag electrode. (d) Mapping ﬁgure when the PTFE did not slide, showing that no
output voltage signals can be observed. (e) Measured mapping ﬁgures when the PTFE slid to contact the ﬁrst Ag electrode
along the four diﬀerent directions.

as shown in Figure 4d. Figure 5b d shows the obtained mapping ﬁgures of the sensor system when the
detected object slid along the other three directions.
The motion direction and position of the detected
object can be conﬁrmed by the analysis of the mapping ﬁgure. Figure S7 presents the positive output
voltage signals that can also be used to detect the
direction and position, which has been shown in movie
ﬁle 2 (see the Supporting Information). However, the
resolution of displacement for this case is substantially
lower than that of negative output voltage signals
since the positive output voltage signals can only be
produced when the PTFE patch fully slides out of the
contacted Al strip, thus the displacement detection
limit is larger than the size of the used PTFE plate.
However, the resolution of the displacement for the
negative output voltage signals is determined by the
width of the fabricated Al strips.
To demonstrate that the induced mechanical energy
by the sliding motion of the detected object in the
sensor system can be used to detect the sliding direction and position, 16 green LEDs were used to replace
the loading resistors in Figure 4a as the displacement
indicators. When the detected object slid along the
YANG ET AL.

direction 4, the produced energy at the diﬀerent positions can drive the diﬀerent LEDs, so that the corresponding LEDs can be lighted up one by one, as
illustrated in Figure 5e. The other LEDs can be also
lighted up when the detected object slid along the
other directions, as shown in the movie ﬁle 3 (see the
Supporting Information). The direction and position of
the detected object can be conﬁrmed by observing
which LED in the sensor system is emitting light. The
results are consistent with the data in Figure 5a d.
In order to enhance the detection resolution of
the displacement vector sensor, the inkjet-printed Ag
microstrips on the paper substrate were designed to
fabricate the device. Figure 6a shows the photograph
of the printed Ag microstrips, where the width of each
Ag strip is about 150 μm with the separation distance
of 50 μm, as illustrated in Figure 6b. The enlarged SEM
image of the Ag electrode strip clearly shows that
the diameters of the Ag nanoparticles are smaller than
50 nm, as shown in Figure 6c. When the detected
object remains at the center of the system, the mapping ﬁgure of the negative output voltage signals
shows that no output signals for all 16 channels can
be observed, as shown in Figure 6d. Figure 6e displays
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CONCLUSION
In summary, we have demonstrated a designed
TENG based on the sliding motion between a PTFE
patch and an Al plate without need of the metal
deposition on the triboelectric materials. The mechanism of the TENG is based on the charge transfer
between the Al electrode and the ground by modulating the relatively sliding distance between the Al and

EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
Fabrication of the Single-Electrode-Based Sliding TENG and the
Self-Powered Displacement Vector Sensor System. The fabricated TENG
is based on the sliding motion between a PTFE patch with
the etched nanoparticles on the surface and an Al electrode,
which was connected to the ground across an external loading
resistor. The nanoparticle structures with the average diameter
of about 200 nm on the PTFE surface were fabricated by using
the inductively coupled plasma (ICP) reactive ion etching. In the
etching process, a Au film with the thickness of about 30 nm as
the mask was deposited on the PTFE surface. A mixed gas
including Ar, O2, and CF4 was introduced in the ICP chamber,
where the corresponding flow rates are 15.0, 10.0, and 30 sccm,
respectively. The PTFE nanoparticle structure was etched under
one power source of 400 W to generate a large density of plasma.
For the self-powered displacement vector sensor system, an
acrylic mask was fabricated by using the laser cutting technique.
Then Al was deposited through the open window areas of the
mask to produce the strip structure. The 16 Al electrode strips were
distributed along four different directions, and each Al electrode
was connected with a loading resistor of 10 MΩ. The other end of
the loading resistor was connected with the ground. A PTFE patch
was placed at the center of the sensor system as the sensitive unit,
where the detected object was attached to the PTFE.
Measurement of the Fabricated Self-Powered Displacement Vector
Sensor System. In the voltage measurement process, the displacement vector sensor system was connected with both a low-noise
voltage preamplifier (Stanford Research System model SR560)
and a loading resistor of about 10 MΩ, where the other end
of the resistor was connected with the ground. A homemade data
acquisition system was used to obtain the output voltage signals
of the 16 channels in real-time. For the current measurement, the
output current of the TENG was measured by a low-noise current
preamplifier (Stanford Research SR570). The output voltage of the
TENG was measured by an electrometer with very large input
resistance.
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PTFE, thus generating an AC electric output across an
external load. By converting the mechanical energy of
sliding motion into electricity, the TENG delivered an
open-circuit voltage of 1100 V and a short-circuit
current density of about 6 mA/m2, which can be
directly used to drive 100 green LEDs. The TENG based
on the linear grating of the Al electrode can be used as
a self-powered displacement sensor for detecting the
speed along one direction. Moreover, the fabricated 16
Al electrode channels were distributed along four diﬀerent directions, which was used as a displacement vector
sensor system for detecting the direction and position of
an object at the center. The displacement information
can be obtained by analysis of the real-time recording
negative output voltage signals in the 16 channels as a
mapping ﬁgure. This work opens up a new ﬁeld in singleelectrode-based sliding nanogenerators for harvesting
mechanical energy and pushes forward a signiﬁcant
step toward the practical applications of nanogenerators
as the self-powered sensor systems.
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the measured mapping ﬁgures of the sensor system
when the detected object on the PTFE slightly slid to
contact the ﬁrst Al electrode microstrip along the four
directions. Although the measured output voltages are
smaller than the data in Figure 4 due to the smaller
electrode size, the obtained displacement resolution of
about 200 μm is much higher than that in Figure 4.
Moreover, when the PTFE slid rapidly through the Al
microstrips along the direction 4, the negative output
voltage signals in the four channels can be observed, as
shown in Figure S8.

Supporting Information Available: Additional ﬁgures include
the schematic diagram of the connection between the green
LEDs and the TENG, the schematic diagram of the sliding
process of the PTFE on a tilted substrate with the periodic Al
strips, the mapping ﬁgure without the sliding motion of the
PTFE, the mapping ﬁgure when the PTFE slid to contact the ﬁrst
Al strip under a smaller loading force along the direction 1 in
Figure 4c, the mapping ﬁgure when the PTFE slid rapidly along
the direction 2, the mapping ﬁgure when the PTFE slid rapidly
along the direction 3, the mapping ﬁgures when the positive
output voltage signals were used to detect the displacement,
and the mapping ﬁgure when the PTFE slid rapidly along the
direction 4 for the device in Figure 6. The additional movie ﬁles
include single-electrode-based sliding TENG for directly lighting
up 100 LEDs, the output voltage signals when the PTFE slid
rapidly along the diﬀerent directions, and the LEDs lighted
up by the sliding motion of PTFE along the diﬀerent directions.
This material is available free of charge via the Internet at http://
pubs.acs.org.
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